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addition of coverage for medicines. We can
not afford to completely drain budget sur-
pluses to finance an enormous tax cut, instead
of using them to address the challenges that
the nation faces.

CELEBRATING STUDENT
VOLUNTEERS

HON. JIM LANGEVIN

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2001

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | wish today
to congratulate several young students from
my district who have achieved national rec-
ognition for performing outstanding volunteer
service in their communities. Rochelle Cotton
of East Greenwich and Michelle Wheelock of
North Kingstown have been named as my
state’'s top honorees, and Claire Berman of
North Kingstown is a state finalist in the 2001
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards pro-
gram. This is an annual honor that is con-
ferred on the most impressive student volun-
teers around the country.

Miss Cotton is a junior at East Greenwich
High School and was recognized for founding
the Rhode Island Student Alliance. This stu-
dent-run  non-profit organization identifies
issues that affect teenagers in the community
and attempts to find solutions. Miss Cotton ex-
panded the program to the entire state, per-
sonally presenting her idea to the principals of
each high school. Representatives from every
school in Rhode Island now meet monthly to
work on a variety of projects, such as curbing
youth violence and creating an advice book for
high school freshmen. Miss Cotton is pleased
that students can now come together for co-
operation rather than competition.

Miss Wheelock is currently in the seventh
grade at Wickford Middle School. She was
honored for her work with seniors at a local
nursing home. Motivated by the opportunity to
“brighten up the day of every resident | met,”
Miss Wheelock never tires of trying to improve
the lives of her new friends. Throughout her
service with seniors, she always strives to un-
derstand what they are going through and lis-
ten to their concerns. Miss Wheelock plans to
continue volunteering at the nursing home for
as long as she can, sharing her happiness
with her new friends.

Miss Berman is a junior at North Kingstown
High School, who was instrumental in the col-
lection of more than 840 cans of food for the
North Kingstown Food Pantry. She accom-
plished this by organizing a competition where
students competed to construct four-foot “Em-
pire State Buildings” out of canned goods that
were then donated to the pantry.

These three students are examples for all
our young people. Given the growing trend of
Americans being less involved in community
activity than they once were, it is important to
encourage the kind of dedicated service
shown by these three young women. They are
inspiring role models for us all.

Miss Cotton, Miss Wheelock and Miss Ber-
man should be extremely proud to be chosen
for this honor out of a group of such motivated
volunteers. | would like to honor these young
citizens for their initiative in bettering their
communities. They are truly extraordinary in
their level of commitment, and they deserve
the admiration and respect of us all.
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Mr. Speaker, | hope you and our colleagues
will join me in congratulating these students,
along with all of the Prudential Spirit of Com-
munity awardees throughout the country.

———————
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Mr. SCOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the bipartisan “Teacher Tax Credit
Act” which gives a $1,000 tax credit to eligible
public school teachers to defray qualified costs
for classroom expenses, professional develop-
ment expenses, and interest paid on certain
education loans. A similar bill, S. 225, has
been introduced in the Senate by my Virginia
colleague Senator JOHN WARNER.

| think that most people would agree that
America’s teachers did not enter the profes-
sion because they thought that the pay would
be good. They teach for far more altruistic rea-
sons: to educate our children and make a last-
ing difference in their lives. I'm sure that every
one of us can remember at least one teacher
who changed our lives for the better.

Despite the important role that teachers play
in our children’s lives, elementary and sec-
ondary school teachers remain underpaid,
overworked, and all too often under-appre-
ciated. Many teachers spend significant
amounts of their own money on expenses that
improve our children’s education, both directly
and indirectly. Teachers often spend their own
money to buy learning materials for their
classrooms such as books, supplies, pens,
paper, and even computer equipment. They
also have professional development expenses
that indirectly benefit our children by insuring
that they will be taught by qualified, competent
people who know the latest teaching tech-
niques.

All of these expenses benefit students in the
classroom either through better classroom ma-
terials or through better teachers, and that
which benefits America’s students benefits all
of us. Why do our teachers have to spend
their own money on things that benefit all of
us? Simply put, because current school budg-
ets are not adequate to meet the costs of edu-
cating our children. Our teachers have
stepped in to fill the gap with their own money.

Current tax law provides that teachers can
deduct some of these expenses. There are
several impediments to using this deduction,
however, that result in few teachers actually
realizing any benefit: teachers must itemize
their returns, classroom and professional de-
velopment deductions have to exceed 2 per-
cent of their incomes, and student loan inter-
est is deductible only for the first 60 months
after graduation and is subject to an income
phase-out.

In order to better help teachers defray these
costs, | am introducing this bill with my good
friend and Virginia colleague, Senator JOHN
WARNER, who is the primary sponsor for this
legislation in the Senate. Our bill would ensure
that qualifying teachers would not have to
itemize their deductions or exceed the 2 per-
cent floor to receive the credit. Teachers
would not be phased out of the student loan
interest benefit based on income level, and
there would be no 60 month limitation.
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We all agree that our education system
must leave no child behind. As we try to
achieve this goal through strengthening and
reforming our educational system, we must
keep in mind their most important compo-
nent—the teachers.

———

RECOGNIZING THE b5TH ANNUAL
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Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | wish
today to inform my colleagues that on March
10, 2001, which is Tibetan National Day, one
of my constituents, Reverend Ronald I.
Schupp will begin his fifth annual 24-hour fast
to call attention to China’s occupation of Tibet.
Reverend Schupp will be sending a message
to the People’s Republic of China to free Tibet
and allow for displaced Tibetans to return to
their homeland.

The 14th Dalai Lama was forced to leave
Tibet in 1959 and is still working for a just out-
come to China’s occupation of Tibet. In 1989,
the Dalai Larna was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize for his ongoing efforts to focus attention
on this subject.

| respect the efforts of Reverend Schupp
and wish him well in his efforts on behalf of
the people of Tibet.

———

181ST ANNIVERSARY OF SUSAN B.
ANTHONY

HON. JO ANN DAVIS

OF VIRGINIA
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Mrs. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to bring attention to and commemo-
rate tomorrow’s 181st anniversary of the birth
of Susan B. Anthony. This anniversary is a
good time to remember her lifelong work for
women'’s rights, her opposition to slavery, and
work that changed the course of this nation.
And it is a good time to remember, or per-
haps, recover, another very important aspect
of her legacy in promoting equal rights for all.
| refer to Susan B. Anthony’s pro-life legacy in
calling for equal rights for both women and
their unborn children.

In fact, Susan B. Anthony considered oppo-
sition to abortions as part and parcel of her
work to promote women’s rights. Anthony
branded abortion, “child murder,” and believed
women turned to it only because of their treat-
ment as second class citizens. She called for
“prevention, not punishment,” for the abortion
problem of her day, and believed the best way
to prevent abortion was to promote the dignity
and equality of women.

More than a century later, “prevention, not
punishment” remains a sound strategy for all
those who would promote the rights of both
women and unborn children.
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